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ECOLOGICAL SERVICES
V3’s broad-based scientific expertise is a powerful resource brought to bear on projects requiring ecological services.

Our expertise begins with the physical soils and waters that are the basis for natural resource investigations.  V3 leverages an understanding of the natural landscape with biological and ecological expertise to identify key site resources and develop ecological restoration and management plans.
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V3 has a design/build/manage approach that has resulted in higher success rates and a reduction in long-term costs.  Our professional scientists are extremely field orientated and believe that a hands-on approach and our project comittment is key to our success. 

Ecological Restoration

· Develop and implement restoration and management plans for natural landscapes including wetland, prairie, savanna and woodland.  Current site conditions, historical information and the objectives and aesthetic desires of the client are the basis for these plans.

Native Plant and Seed Installations

· Conduct native plant and seed installations in wetland and upland sites.  The hydrology, soil and sunlight requirement of each species is considered during each installation, which improves plant establishment and reduces long-term potential replanting costs.

Naturalized Detention Basin Design and Improvement

· Utilization of native wetland and prairie vegetation on the shoreline and slope is paramount in a successful functioning detention basin.  Native vegetation provides long-term stabilization as well as beautification of the landscape.  Naturalized detention basins provide significant environmental and economic benefits.  
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Chemical and Mechanical Vegetation Management

· Weeds establish very quickly and if not properly controlled can undermine any restoration project. Appropriate herbicide, timing, and application techniques are all very important aspects of weed control.  Utilization of highly trained and appropriately licensed staff is mandatory for all our weed control projects.

Prescribed Burn Management

· Prescribed burning is an essential management practice for all restoration projects.  Our burn team is highly experienced and trained under the U.S. Forest Service program.  We have a strong reputation, which has developed over the last 10 years in the Chicago region, and we are fully insured. 

Woody Species Control

· Our staff has extensive experience in the restoration of woodlands.  We can provide a detailed plan as well as conduct the field work necessary to restore health to these very rare and delicate habitats. 

Ecological Surveys and Assessments

· Conducting an accurate ecological site assessment is the first step in any sound restoration project.  Our staff can provide a detailed plant, wildlife and soils assessment report of a site through the use of the most current sampling techniques.  This report could be expanded into a management plan to enhance or maintain site natural features.

Threatened & Endangered Species Surveys

· Our biologists are experienced in researching and identifying endangered species of plants and animals.  Staff members effectively coordinate threatened and endangered species issues with federal and state resource agencies.  In addition to these surveys, V3 scientists can conduct inventories and quality assessments of terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems.

Education

· We can provide instructional seminars and guide walks for Homeowners Associations, Corporate organizations, and Special Interests Groups.  Our staff believes that education is key to obtain community approval, support and involvement in the protection of our natural features.













